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ARABIC

Paper 9680/02
Reading and Writing

General comments

Overall the standard of answers this session was good and there is clear evidence of an improvement in the
standard since last session in the quality of language and accuracy of answers. The question which
candidates found most challenging was Question 1.

Candidates need to practise grammatical structures such as the dual, and the five verbs in all cases.
Candidates should also read widely and practise summarising. They should pay attention to correct spelling.
Candidates should avoid copying out sections of the texts. Their answers should demonstrate selection of
appropriate ideas from both texts.

Comments on Individual Questions

Question 1

Only a few candidates managed to answer this question correctly. Examiners were looking for answers such
as the following:
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Question 2

Examiners were looking for answers which provided the required grammatical structure.
The most common mistakes included the following:
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Question 3

Examiners were looking for answers which demonstrated candidates’ comprehension of Text One,
expressed in the candidates’ own words and style of writing. The following is part of an answer which scored
good marks:
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The following is an example of an answer which did not contain what Examiners were looking for:
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Question 4

This question was well answered by a large number of candidates. Examiners were looking fo
which demonstrated candidates’ comprehension of Text Two, with good use of language and expre
the candidates’ own words.
The following is an example of an answer which did not contain what Examiners were looking for:

L Y g L) g O sl 5 Canaall -y
Question 5
Candidates were required to (a) summarise positive and negative aspects of the media as outlined in the two
texts and (b) write about their own experience at home with regard to watching television programmes with

their family.

Many candidates lost marks for the following reasons:

(@) Some candidates copied out portions of text from one or both Texts.

(b) Some candidates copied out irrelevant sections of the text.

(c) Some candidates wrote about ideas in the Texts which were unrelated to the question.
(c) Some candidates wrote using poor quality of language.

The following is an example of a good answer to part (b):
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The following is an example of an answer to part (a) which did not contain what Examiners were looking for:
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ARABIC

Paper 9680/03

Essay

General comments

The question paper gave a choice of six titles, with the overall mark being out of 40: 24 marks for language
and 16 for content. The standards achieved by the candidates were reasonably consistent: overall
performance was generally satisfactory, and there were very few seriously inadequate essays; on the other
hand, the number of outstanding performances was also smaller than in some previous years. Most essays
had coherent lines of argument and were reasonably well structured, though the arguments were sometimes
a little unimaginative, and at times simplistic. The best essays were grammatically sound and stylistically
elegant. There appeared to be less reliance on memorised material than in scripts from some previous
years, though some candidates exhibited a tendency to boost their word count by the inclusion of lists.

As in previous examinations, there were frequent grammatical errors, for example in the use of the idaafa

construction, word order, and the distinction between case markers, e.g. between —uuna /, -iina in the plural,
and -aani / -ayni in the dual.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

This proved a popular question. Most essays were reasonably well written, though the range of ideas was
rather limited, with most candidates concentrating on different attitudes to the Internet and other new
technology.

Question 2

This question, on the media, attracted fewer candidates, and the quality of the answers was rather variable.
Question 3

This topic proved quite popular. Many of the essays were well written, though the range of ideas expressed
was again a little limited. Some candidates successfully illustrated their answers through the use of proverbs
or other popular sayings.

Question 4

Fewer candidates attempted this question, on developing countries, but the essays produced were generally
competently written.

Question 5

Almost no candidates attempted this question.
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ARABIC

Paper 9680/04
Texts

General comments

The paper was comparable in standard and in length with those of recent years. Candidates had a choice of
questions; they were required to answer three questions out of twelve and each question on a different book.

The questions chosen by candidates were varied from one Centre to another depending on the books
learned.

To determine the level of the candidates, Examiners looked for the candidate’s ability to manipulate the
answer in an effective and legible way.

Examiners tried to make sure that the vocabulary used in the paper would not cause any unjustified
problems to the candidates and that the language involved would be logically clear and would sensibly
convey the appropriate meaning.

A few candidates missed the mark they perhaps deserved because they answered ONLY two questions.
Candidates should be reminded at the beginning of the session that they have to answer all three
questions. There is no harm in reading the instructions for the candidates at the beginning of the session.
Some candidates took it a bit further and answered four questions of which the Examiners selected the three
guestions with the highest scores for the overall mark.

Candidates should always be encouraged to stick to the word limit. Writing beyond the word limit can often
lead to deterioration in the quality of work; on the other hand, writing synopsis or short answers weaken the
work. When marking a question which is over the word limit, Examiners usually look for the quality of the
answer and not the length. Candidates should be trained, however, to try to keep within the word limit as
time can be spent more on the main points of each question or on reading through the answers at the end of
the session.

The work seen this year reflects the improving standard of the candidates in the different Centres. The
candidates seemed more focused in their answers and in their approach to dealing with the different aspects
of the questions. The candidates’ approach in organising the answers has also improved; it was
encouraging to see that many candidates actually wrote an outline before they attempted to answer the
guestion. Although the candidates' language and sentence structure have improved still more effort should
be made to improve on sentence structure and use and range of language in general.

It has been noted that some Centres encourage their candidates to analyse, relate and read beyond the
events of the book in order to convey the correct answer. This in turn gives the candidates a higher chance
of achieving a higher level.

It is advised that Centres endeavour to teach the entire syllabus as this would give the candidates more
choice.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question 1

(a) Most candidates answered this question. Candidates showed full knowledge of the text and the
different characters involved in creating the events of the story.
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Some candidates were unable to achieve the correct level because they answere
without elaborating on the answer. Candidates should be reminded that the questio
only as spring points to help them write their essay.

(b) Some candidates chose 1b rather than la perhaps because it is a more open ques
Candidates used the different short stories they have studied to elaborate and explain the questio
Some candidates did not achieve the high level in this question either because of their very weak
sentence structure, or they referred only to one story in the book rather than different ones.

Question 2

(a) Many candidates answered this question. Candidates were able to explain the feeling of loss the
poet had felt but they repeated themselves without explaining the quoted verses properly. Most
candidates wrote in general terms. This, of course, affected the mark awarded.

(b) Candidates who attempted this question did very well. They were able to clearly show the two
different phases of the poet's life and his poetry. Candidates successfully used Question 2a as a
springboard to answer the question. Again, some of the candidates lost marks for lack of
organisation and weak language.

Question 3

(a) and (b) Few candidates answered the questions about the life of Abu Nuwas. Candidates wrote very
little about the life of the poet and about his philosophy in life. This, in turn, put them in the lower
level of the scale. In questions relating to poems, candidates are advised to learn as many verses
as they can to be able to support their answers.

Section 2
Question 4

@) The book ‘Dami, Dumu’l Wa-btisamati’ is a collection of short stories that reflect the social life in
Egyptian society. Most candidates answered the question on the book. The strong candidates
were able to quote and analyse the events of the different stories in their own words, this in turn
gave them a good mark. The weaker candidates showed knowledge of the different stories but a
lack of organization of ideas and very weak language constrained the marks which could be
awarded.

(b) This question was the most popular question among the candidates. They were able to write about
the different social issues that prevailed over Egyptian Society at the time through analysing the
story 'Men and Servants'. The strong candidates were able to relate the different issues in the
story to portray the Arab society and their views. Some candidates showed good knowledge of the
story but their weak language was a big impediment in relating the events and in making
themselves clear. (Candidates are not strongly penalised for minor errors in their grammar and
spelling unless this impedes understanding).

Question 5

(a) and (b) The book of 'Al-Manfaluti' is very interesting and varied in its subject matter. Many candidates
failed to answer this question perhaps because it was not taught in their Centre. Very few
candidates chose this question.

Questions 6

@) Candidates who answered this question showed a good knowledge of the events book but were

unable to explain how the events in the play developed. On the whole, those who answered this
question wrote about the events without referring to the King's psychological struggle.


http://www.studentbounty.com/
http://www.studentbounty.com

(b)

9680 Arabic November 2008

This question was the most popular and candidates seemed to find it accessible. C
able to write freely about the effect of the queen, Shahrazad on the king, Shahra
candidates concentrated on the events on how the Queen was able to transform the Kin
him from his psychological problem and place him in a deeper one, i.e. lack of self-confiden
knowledge. Candidates who related events only with no attempt to analyse or explain were p
a lower level because they failed to answer the question properly.
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ARABIC

Paper 9680/05
Prose

General comments

Candidates were required to supply an Arabic translation of the English text. The standard of answers this
session showed an improvement from the previous session. Many candidates produced translations using
appropriate vocabulary and correct grammatical structures.

Recommendations

(@) Candidates should be given ample practice in translation.
(b) Background reading will enrich candidates’ vocabulary
(c) Candidates need to practice spelling, particularly the use of hamza; all types of verbal nouns; the

use of numbers according to gender; the idafa structure; and the five verbs in all cases.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1
Common mistakes in translation were as follows:

(@) Candidates seemed unsure how to translate the word ‘sleep’. Some wrote J:ii% which means ‘we
imagine’.

The correct Arabic translation would have been 3

(b) Many candidates translated ‘images’ as 4ils which means ‘screen’. The correct translation would
have been sl

(c) The word ‘function’ was translated by many candidates as _x<=< meaning ‘source’. The correct
translation would have been 4l

(d) The word ‘balance’ was translated by many candidates as J/J» meaning ‘scales’. The correct
translation would have been ¢J's

(e) In some cases, candidates lost marks as their work contained many spelling mistakes, and
grammatical errors. Examples of some common spelling mistakes and grammatical errors are as
follows:

sbany S0 ol gually ¢ (yshamy S -
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i) sl seall 5 ecile siud e U gie Laclus -
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